
THE REGULATION PROCESS 

 

There are several components with many steps to the regulation process, otherwise known as 
the Rulemaking Process. This summary is a brief overview of the primary components of the 
process and general timelines. Generally, the process takes up to a year to complete; but it can 
take longer to complete depending on different factors.  
 

The concept of a change and the development of required documents begins the Rulemaking 
process. The regulatory text is prepared along with the justification. All documents go through 
an extensive review and approval process. The Office of Administrative Law (OAL) reviews the 
package and coordinates the 45-day comment period. The package can time out; the Bureau 
has one year to complete the process from the initial comment period, or it will expire. 
 

The text can be modified based on comments or other considerations after the 45-day public 

comment period; those modifications require an additional 15-day public comment period. (This 

can happen as many times as needed to address any comments or text changes). A final 

package is submitted to OAL, who has 30 working days to review the regulation. After OAL 

approves the package, it becomes effective on the first day of the next quarter after filed with the 

Secretary of State. Below is the basic timeline from the initial 45-day Publish (comment) period: 

 

 

 

 

A current example of the Rulemaking is the PAREA regulation change, which is called the 

Licensing Requirements, that was published June 2, 2023. Timelines are subject many factors 

and variables. These factors definitely impact the effective date of the regulation, such as a three-

day extension to the 45-days was added due to a notification error. Currently, the Bureau 

anticipates PAREA will be effective January 1, 2024, but again, this is subject to change. 
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Public can 

comment for 45 

days 

Multiple 15-day 

comment periods 
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Multiple agencies, 

including OAL, must 

approve. This will be no 

sooner than two months, 

sometimes longer. 

There are four general 

effective dates: January 1, 
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For example, if 

approved on October 

2, the effective date 

would typically be 

January 1.  




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Regtimelineforwebsite.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 2




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
